
WELCOME TO THE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION OF JAMAICA (OTAJ) 
NEWSLETTER! 

 

The Occupational Therapy Association of Jamaica (OTAJ) is the 

professional association that represents most occupational therapists 

on the island. Presently, there are eleven practitioners for a 

population of almost 3 million citizens! 

Members of the OTAJ have taken on the exciting challenge of 

developing an occupational therapy program that has been long 

overdue. A mammoth task that will take many man hours of work is 

being pursued as we have seen a dire need for occupational therapy 

intervention and ways we can positively impact all populations within 

the country.  

Over the years, several attempts have been made to encourage various 

institutions to establish an education program, unfortunately, for 

various reasons, they were all unsuccessful. However, there is now an 

institution that is very interested, committed and is in continued 

dialogue with the OTAJ, and work has begun in earnest to plan, 

implement and determine the logistics for Jamaica’s first occupational 

therapy program. Assistance has been sought and provided by 

Jamaicans in the diaspora to work with the local team. The OTAJ is 

seeking the assistance of any OT practitioner who is interested in 

joining the team. On that note, the team is currently seeking ways to 

fund a coordinator—an occupational therapist, who will be 

responsible for organizing and systemizing all resources for the start of the program.  

Though the need of the profession has been very clear, we are currently in the process of formally assessing the 

needs of potential students who are interested in applying to the occupational therapy program as well as 

potential employers.  Additionally, the OTAJ has been forecasting options for prospective students to complete 

RECENT HIGHLIGHT 

Occupational Therapy- A 

valuable healthcare service 

https://jamaica-
gleaner.com/article/health/202211
30/occupational-therapy-valuable-

healthcare-service 

CONTACT/FOLLOW US: 

  @OTAJJAMAICA 

        Occupational Therapy        

Association Jamaica 

Email: 

occupational.therapyja@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/health/20221130/occupational-therapy-valuable-healthcare-service
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/health/20221130/occupational-therapy-valuable-healthcare-service
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/health/20221130/occupational-therapy-valuable-healthcare-service
https://jamaica-gleaner.com/article/health/20221130/occupational-therapy-valuable-healthcare-service


pre-requisite classes at satellite institutions locally to meet the admission requirements for the program as well 

as brainstorming ways to virtually complete the didactic portion of the curriculum by possibly collaborating 

with an international university.  

Prospectively, the program development team and professional partners plan to meet with various 

stakeholders to discuss planning and logistics for employment of occupational therapists to teach and facilitate 

courses, practical laboratories, and clinical rotations for future students. 

Recently, there has been an increase in the number of occupational therapy practitioners (OTPs) in the 

country. OT practitioners from overseas have migrated to Jamaica long term to offer their services at the 

University Hospital of the West Indies. We continue to welcome more OTPs as the need in the country 

continues to increase.  

This month, the Jamaica Council for Persons with Disabilities (JCPD) celebrated the first anniversary of the 

Disabilities Act coming into effect! Persons with disabilities are marginalized where they experience a higher 

magnitude of indifference, and their needs are not usually a priority. The Ministry of Labor and Social Security 

through the Jamaica Council for Persons with Disabilities is charged with working towards and inclusive 

society and empowering persons with disabilities to be better advocates for themselves. The act sets out specific 

guidelines to ensure that persons with disabilities have the same opportunities and accessibility as general 

members of society. An occupational therapist is a member of the newly instituted board of the Jamaica 

Council for Persons with Disabilities.   

Despite the small cadre of practitioners, the OTAJ continues to advocate for the profession while providing 

services in various settings that address mental health, pediatrics, and adult physical dysfunction. The OTAJ 

also continues to educate on how the profession is relevant to the health of Jamaica’s citizens. 

Until next time… 

~Occupational Therapy Association Jamaica 


