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1. Brief summary of AfriNEAD Activities for 2018  
 

2018 is flying by faster than 2017.  The chair of AfriNEAD Ass. Prof Mji (Gubela) has taken a 
sabbatical leave for the year, so even though she is not physically here, the work 
of AfriNEAD continues.  
 
The first quarter of the year was spent raising funds so that AfriNEAD secretariat had a presence at 

the 6th CBR (Community Based Rehabilitation, one of Afrinead partners,) conference at the beginning 

of May in Zambia, and then attending the conference at the beginning of May. So along with two other 

members of staff, from the Centre for Rehabilitation Studies, Callista Kahonde and Lieketseng Ned, 

who were to give papers, Gubela and Hillary were able to attend the CBR conference.  

It is important to attend the conferences of our partners, not only to support them in their work, but 

to learn more about the work they are involved in and meet their members.  

This conference was no different. Having never been to Zambia before, we were delighted with what 

we saw of Lusaka. Gubela and Hillary decided not to stay at the conference venue, but rather at a 

wonderful little B & B about 20 minutes’ drive away - depending on the traffic and the time of day. 

Our allocated driver had lost his left arm in a bus accident and spending time with him gave us an 

insight, yet again, on how people with disabilities are trail blazer on one hand, and on the other just 

ordinary people dealing with their adversities in the best way possible.  

And this too was the sense one got when engaging with other people who attended the conference, 

especial people with disabilities, particularly those whose work involve working for and with other 

people or children with disabilities.  On one hand Africa is greatly assisted 

by international organisations not in Africa but on the other hand it is encouraging to learn about what 

is been done to assist fellow people with disabilities by those who walk the same path in 

their own countries understanding the contextual differences.  

To have the conference opened by the President of the Republic of Zambia, Mr Edgar Chagwa Lungu 

was very impressive, from the point of view that his presence at such an event, showed a certain level 

of commitment by the Zambia government to  persons with disabilities of that land – this was further 

followed by the presence of his wife the next day who is a strong advocate of disability related issues.  

So once again friendships were made, and hope was given, that going forwards, work for and by 

people with disabilities in Africa is strengthening and the future looks brighter.  

 



2. Contribution of AfriNEAD and CRS to the CBR conference:  
 

Three of the staff members of the Centre for Rehabilitation studies were privileged enough to 
contribute to the conference. However due to time constraint Callista’ presentation on emancipatory 
research was cut short. 
 
Below is a brief overview of some of the contributions from AfriNEAD to the CBR Conference:   

a. The emancipatory research workshop:   
Callista Kahonda, a post doc fellow, presented a very interesting workshop on the afternoon of the 
first day of the CBR conference on emancipatory disability research on behalf of AfriNEAD. The title of 
the workshop was: With or without us? Research with persons with disabilities. The main objective of 
the workshop was to initiate dialogue among CBR and other disability practitioners on the African 
continent with an understanding of the need for transformative research. This is research that 
involves and empowers persons with disabilities during and through the research process and aims of 
implementation of the research evidence for the benefit of persons with disabilities. The workshop  
practitioners. The main areas covered were:  

• What is research and why do we need to conduct research with persons with disabilities  
• Emancipatory research- raising the voices of persons with disabilities  
• Collaboration in emancipatory disability research – with who, how and why?  
• Packaging research evidence for dissemination to relevant stakeholders  
• Way forward in generating disability research evidence on the African continent  

The audience responded very well to the discussions and it was apparent that most of 
the CBR practitioners in Africa lack the backing of coordinated research evidence in the work that they 
do. We hope that through the country working groups and AfriNEAD conference we will continue to 
engage disability practitioners on the continent and work together in facilitating and coordinating 
research evidence to support the transformative agenda in the disability sector as mandated by the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  
  

b. Key note address:   
Gubela gave a key note address focused on a reflection on previous research presentations and the 
need to shift the dialogue and lens from seeing Africa as needing to be saved to one that acknowledges 
the rich assets of indigenous knowledge’s that African homes in rural homes offers. It is within this 
context of acknowledging community-based assets that persons with disability can play a leading role 
in coining critical research questions as they have lived experiences of being disabled and have clarity 
about what can turn around the tide of inequity not only for persons with disabilities but for ALL that 
have experienced exclusion and marginalisation.   
 

3. AfriNEAD 2017 conference in Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology in 
Ghana.   

We will again circulate the AfriNEAD 2017 conference report for new members of this network who 
have not managed to receive the copy that was circulated in December 2017 of note in this 
report are critical issues that emerged from the conference including the fact that AfriNEAD will be 
tabling its 6th conference in 2020 in Cape Town.   
 

4. Ongoing relationship with AfriNEAD partners  
 Afrinead is very happy to have formed partnerships and we are in the process of signing MOU 
with CBR SAFOD and Artscape and once these MOUs have been signed off we shall let you know more 
about the detail these MOUs and how they are used to advance our work.   
  

 
 



5. African Journal of Disability (AJOD) 
Is currently preparing a special issues, by Callista, based on papers presented at the 5th  
AfriNEAD conference held in Malawi and we hope in will be ready towards the end of this year. 
We will let you know! Also, a new Advisory Editorial Board is in place we extend gratitude to the 
previous Board. 

 
6. Assistive products (AP)/Assistive Technology (AT)  

 
a. WHO / Gate project  

The 21 World Health Assembly (WHA) that was tabled on the 18th – 19th of May 2018 wrapped up with 
adoption of resolutions on wide ranging topics. It is with jubilation that Delegates adopted a resolution 
urging Member States to develop, implement and strengthen policies and programmes to improve 
access to assistive technology and requesting the Director-General to prepare by 2021 a global report 
on effective access to assistive technology.   
Assistive technology, such as wheelchairs, hearing aids, walking frames, reading glasses and prosthetic 
limbs, enables people with difficulties in functioning to live productive and dignified lives, participating 
in education, the labour market and social life. Without such technology, people with disabilities and 
older people and others in need are often excluded, isolated and locked into poverty, and the burden 
of morbidity and disability increases. An estimated 1 billion people would benefit from assistive 
products, a number that will rise to more than 2 billion by 2050. Yet 90% do not have access, owing 
to high costs and a lack of availability.   

b. INFO-MAP Project (Google project on AT)  
This is the final year of the INFO- MAP project. SAFOD in collaboration with partners is planning 
an Expo on Assistive products (AP)/Assistive Technology (AT) beginning of 2019.    

c.   African Initiative on Assistive Technology (AfriAT)“Assistive Technology for participation to 
promote inclusive African Societies”  

The Centre for Rehabilitation Studies host a new initiative on Assistive products (AP)/Assistive 
Technology (AT).  African Initiative on Assistive Technology (AfriAT) is guided by the philosophy of 
inclusiveness and full participation through engagement with assistive technology. AfriAT is 
committed to exploring the different notions, understandings and applications of AT that are reflected 
within the uniquely diverse African contexts, seeking to spread the discourse on AT beyond the 
medical domain towards a public health and cross-sectoral, societal approach, as an issue of life and 
existence.  Kindly se attachment 1 to read more about what this initiative is about.  
Sustainability of Afrinead.  
 

7.  The way forwards 
 

Afrinead is a project of the Centre for Rehabilitation at Stellenbosch and the fact that we have survived 
for 10 good years is nothing short of miraculous and is a testament to the driving force of Gubela. 
However, there is so much more work that needs to be done to sustain Afrinead and so for the next 
few months we shall be focusing on raising sponsorship going forward, with emphasis on the 2020 
conference here in Cape Town. So, if any one reading this email has ideas or contacts of people who 
might be able to assist kindly let Hillary know.  
 


